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STORY COUNTY HUNGER COLLABORATION 

Mission: To address the root causes of hunger to improve access to healthy food in Story County 
 
History 
United Way of Story County (UWSC) embraced hunger as one of its community impact focus areas shortly 
following the 2005 community needs assessment.   
 
In 2007, UWSC formed a collaboration among the food pantries in Story County with the purpose to educate 
staff and volunteers, coordinate efforts, and share best practices. Iowa State University Extension and other 
groups present educational information at each meeting. Past topics have included Plant A Row for the 
Hungry; Spend Smart, Eat Smart; and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Past coordination 
discussions have included ideas for holiday food distribution, food storage, and use of the Food Bank of Iowa.  
In 2018 there are 18 food pantries throughout Story County. 
 
In 2011, UWSC formally developed the Story County Hunger Collaboration to bring together members of the 
community to create a plan to educate about local hunger to improve access to healthy food in the county. 
Membership of the Hunger Collaboration can be found on page 12. 
 
The Need 
Since the 2011-2012 school year, the free and reduced-priced school lunch rate remained constant at 25% 
across the county until the 2015-16 school year, when the rate increased to just over 26% according to the 
Iowa Department of Education. That percentage decreased to 24.1% in the 2017-18 school year. Although 
that appears to be positive, it is of concern that there are some children who should be signed up, but are 
not. 
 
UWSC continues to hold its annual LIVE UNITED Food Drive in May to supply the pantries before school is out 
for the summer. In 2017, the drive brought in almost 14,000 lbs of food that was distributed to pantries 
throughout the county.  
 
Our Work 
A few of the strategies to reduce hunger in Story County began by the Hunger Collaboration include 
BackPack Program, summer food service programs in Nevada and Ames, Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program for seniors, and helping to facilitate partnerships among agencies that can collaborate to reduce 
hunger. 
 
These efforts to address the issue of hunger in Story County do not include the many programs and services 
available through other organizations. Despite our efforts to address the problem, we know that the number 
of people in our county who go to bed hungry at night is much higher than most of our general population 
recognizes. Because of that we developed a Hunger Collaboration to work with others in our community to 
create a plan that educates our communities that there is a need and to work together to significantly reduce 
the incidence of hunger in our community.   
 
It is important that we study the “why” of hunger so that we can create a community-wide action plan that 
not only addresses the immediate needs, but works on developing solutions that can be identified and acted 
upon. 
 
Join Us 
Visit www.uwstory.org/income for more information, or join us for our monthly meeting on the third 
Thursday of the month from 3-4pm at the UWSC office, 315 Clark Avenue in Ames. 
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FOOD SOURCES: STORY COUNTY, IOWA 
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EMERGENCY FOOD SOURCES: AMES, IOWA 

The SHOP 
2616 Food Sciences Building 
Tuesday & Thursday 3-6pm 
Wednesday 11am-6pm 
During Fall and Spring semesters 
ISU student or staff 
www.theshop.stuorg.iastate.edu 

Edwards Elementary School, 820 Miller Avenue 
 program for qualifying students only 
 contact school counselor, 239-3760 

Sawyer Elementary School 
4316 Ontario Street 
For qualifying students only 
Contact school counselor, 239-3790 

MICA (food pantry and WIC) 
230 SE 16th Street 
Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm 
Visit once a month 
Provide photo ID & proof of 
Story County residence 
www.micaonline.org 

Mitchell Elementary School 
3521 Jewel Drive 

For qualifying students only 
Contact school counselor,  

239-3775 

 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Monday-Friday 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Buy Eat Live Healthy 
ISU Story County Extension 
Open to families or individuals with children under age 10 

Call (515) 382-6551 to schedule an appointment 

Commodity Supplemental  
Food Program 
Heartland Senior Services 
60+ years, low-income 
Call (515) 233-2906 to apply 

The SHOP, 3906 Maricopa Dr #102 
Mon-Thurs 8am-9pm, Friday 8am-6pm, Sat-Sun 12-4pm 
During Fall and Spring semesters 
ISU student or staff 
www.theshop.stuorg.iastate.edu 
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Heartland Senior Services, 205 S Walnut Avenue 
Meal served Monday-Friday 11:30am 

60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80;  
59 & under $9.75 

www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

 

Department of Human Services 
SNAP 
126 South Kellogg, Suite 101 
Monday-Friday 8am-4:30pm 
www.dhs.iowa.gov/how-to-apply 

Food at First & Free Market 
First Christian Church, 611 Clark Avenue 
Meal served Sunday-Friday 5:45-6:15pm  

& Saturday 11:30am-12:15pm 
Perishable Food Pantry: Monday & Thursday 4:45-5:30pm  

& Saturday 10-10:30am 
foodatfirst.wordpress.com 

The Salvation Army 
703 E Lincoln Way 
Must be Story County resident 
   Food Pantry 
      Monday-Friday 1-3pm 
      Visit once every 30 days 
   Doing the Most Good Market 
      Mon-Thurs 1-4pm;  
      Fri 9am-noon & 1-4pm 
      Can visit once Mon-Thurs and  
      again on Friday 

Boys & Girls Club 
210 South 5th Street 
Summer Lunch Program & 
Kids’ Café Dinner 
Must be a B&GC member 
www.bgcstorycounty.org 

Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance, 613 Clark Avenue 
Monday-Friday 9am-12noon 
Call 296-1449 for an appointment, Vouchers available once per quarter 
www.gnea.org 

Calvary United Methodist Church 
1403 24th Street 
Tuesday 2-3:30pm 
Visit once a month 

Bethesda Community Food Pantry 
1517 Northwestern Avenue 
Monday/Wednesday 9-11am 
Tuesday/Thursday 1-3pm 
Tuesday 6:30-8pm 
Visit once a month 
www.bethesdanet.org 

Summer Meals for Kids & Teens 
Ames Public Library auditorium, 515 Douglas Ave 
Lunch served Monday through Friday,  
     11:30am-12:30pm 
June 1-August 22, 2018 
Any child 18 & under eats free 

Optimae, 104 S Hazel 
Must have mental health diagnosis and agree to sign in 
Free meal served Monday-Friday, 11:30am-1:30pm 

Food Pantry 
 
Meal Program 
 
Voucher Program 
 
Home-Delivered Meals 
 
Nutrition Education 
 

BackPack Program 

 

Meeker Elementary School 
300 20th Street 
   BackPack Program  
      for qualifying students only 
      Contact school counselor, 239-3770 
   Little Cyclone Camp 
      Summer Food Service Program  
      Breakfast and Lunch 
      Monday-Thursday, June 11-July 26, 2018 
      Enrolled students only 

 

Ames High H.O.P.E., 1921 Ames High Dr 
for students and families of Ames schools 
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Harlan’s Food Mart 
306 Washington Street 

STORY CITY 
Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Monday-Friday 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Dollar General Store 
620 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Slim’s Countryside Market 
11597 US Hwy 69 
Open seasonally (spring-fall) Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

510 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Saturday 10am-12noon 
Visit once a month 

GILBERT 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Monday-Friday 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

FOOD SOURCES: NORTH STORY COUNTY, IOWA 

Buy Eat Live Healthy 
ISU Story County Extension 
Open to families or individuals with children under age 10 

Call (515) 382-6551 to schedule an appointment 

Commodity Supplemental Food Program 
Heartland Senior Services 
60+ years, low-income 
Call (515) 233-2906 to apply 

Food Pantry 

Home-Delivered Meals 

Nutrition Education 

BackPack Program 

Grocery/Convenience Store 

Roland-Story Elementary School 
900 Hillcrest Drive 

Program for qualifying students only 
Contact school counselor, 733-4386 
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McCALLSBURG 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

ROLAND 
Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Casey’s General Store 
201 East Maple Street 

ZEARING 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Cissy’s 
114 W Main Street 

McCallsburg/Zearing Food Bank 
Zearing City Hall 
105 E Main Street 
Wednesday 5:30-7pm 
Visit once every two weeks 

Colo-Nesco Elementary School 
407 N Center Street 
For qualifying students only 
Contact school counselor,  
641-487-7411 

Norsemen Food Pantry 
Roland-Story Middle School, 206 S Main St 
Sunday 4-6pm 
Pantry for all residents of Story County 
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FOOD SOURCES: EAST STORY COUNTY, IOWA 

Food Pantry 

Meal Program 

Home-Delivered Meals 

Nutrition Education 

BackPack Program 

Grocery/Convenience Store 

Nevada Community Cupboard 
St Patrick’s Catholic Church, 1110 11th Street 
Saturday 10-11:30am 
Must be a resident of Eastern Story County  
     that does not have a food pantry 
Visit once a month 

NEVADA 

Food at First 
United Methodist Church, 1036 7th Street 

Monday and Thursday 5:30-6:15pm 

Cubbie’s Cupboard 
Nevada Middle School, 1001 15th Street 

1st & 3rd Wednesday, 4-5:30pm  
or by appointment, 382-2751 

Pantry for Nevada Schools students and their families 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Monday-Friday 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Fareway 
1505 South B Avenue 

Central Elementary School, 925 H Ave 
   BackPack Program for qualifying students only 
      Contact school counselor, 382-2383 
   Food for Thought 
      Summer Food Service Program 
      Breakfast and Lunch 
      Monday-Thursday, June 11-July 26, 2018        
      Enrolled students only 
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COLLINS 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

COLO Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Colo Community Food Pantry 
United Methodist Church, 602 4th Street 
Tuesday 5:30-6:30pm; Friday 9:30-10:30am 
Must be a resident of Eastern Story County 
Visit once a month 

MAXWELL 

Casey’s General Store 
100 Main Street 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Maxwell Community Food Pantry 
First Presbyterian Church, 221 Main Street 
3rd Tuesday of the month 5:30-6:30pm 

Logsdon’s Grocery 
92 Main Street 

Buy Eat Live Healthy 
ISU Story County Extension 
Open to families or individuals with children under 
age 10 

Call (515) 382-6551 to schedule an appointment 

Commodity Supplemental Food Program 
Heartland Senior Services 
60+ years, low-income 
Call (515) 233-2906 to apply 

Collins-Maxwell Elementary School 
416 4th Ave 
   BackPack Program for qualifying students only 
      Contact school counselor, 641-385-2446 
   Summer Enrichment 
      Summer Food Service Program  
      Breakfast and Lunch 
      Monday-Thursday, June 4-July 19, 2018 
      Enrolled students only 
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FOOD SOURCES: SOUTH STORY COUNTY, IOWA 

Buy Eat Live Healthy 
ISU Story County Extension 
Open to families or individuals with  
children under age 10 

Call (515) 382-6551 to schedule an appointment 

SHELDAHL 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery  
Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

KELLEY 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

SLATER 

Slater/Sheldahl Food Pantry 
411 3rd Avenue 
Tuesday 10-11am 
Wednesday 7-8pm 
Visit twice a month 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 
60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Ballard West Elementary School 
105 E Main Street 

For qualifying students only 
Contact school counselor,  

228-3890 

Casey’s General Store 
200 6th Avenue 

Town & Country Market 
308 Main Street 

Commodity Supplemental Food Program 
Heartland Senior Services 
60+ years, low-income 
Call (515) 233-2906 to apply 
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HUXLEY 

Huxley Food Pantry 
Fjeldberg Lutheran Church, 209 2nd Street 
Wednesday 6-7pm 
Must be a resident of Huxley or Kelley 
Visit once a month 

Dollar General 
614 Hwy 69 

Fareway 
911 N US Hwy 69 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 

60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Cambridge Food Pantry 
United Methodist Church, 215 2nd Street 
Tuesday 6-7pm 
Must be a resident of Cambridge 
Visit once every two weeks 

Kum & Go 
301 Water Street 

Food Pantry 

Home-Delivered Meals 

Nutrition Education 

BackPack Program 

Grocery/Convenience 
Store 

CAMBRIDGE 

Ballard East Elementary School 
505 W 4th Street 
For qualifying students only 
Contact school counselor, 220-4306 

Heartland Senior Services 
Call 233-2906 to schedule a delivery Tues,Wed,Thurs 

60 & over suggested contribution of $3.80 
www.heartlandseniorservices.com 

Ballard High School, 701 Ballard Dr 
Pantry for Ballard Schools families and staff 
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Hunger Collaboration Partners 

AMOS (A Mid-Iowa Organizing Strategy) 

First Christian Church 

Food Bank of Iowa 

Heartland Senior Services 

Iowa State University Extension 

Mary Greeley Medical Center 

Mid-Iowa Community Action 

Nevada Community Cupboard 

Primary Health Care 

Saint Cecilia Catholic Church 

Story County Board of Supervisors 

The Salvation Army 

United Way of Story County 

315 Clark Avenue 

Ames, IA 50010 

(515) 268-5142 

unitedway@uwstory.org 

www.uwstory.org 


